COMM 3597

Media and Terrorism
Jacob Long
long.1377@osu.edu

Ofﬁce Hours: Wednesday and Friday, 10:30am–12:30am.
Autumn 2018. Journalism Building 371.
Wednesday and Friday, 9:10am–10:05am.
“The success of a terrorist operation depends almost entirely on the amount of publicity it receives.”
— Walter Laquer, Terrorism (1977)

Course Description
This course helps you understand the problem of political violence known as terrorism in our contemporary,
increasingly global, world. Our approach is communication-based but draws upon literature from many disciplines to
help explain the key issues related to international and domestic terrorism, counter-terrorism, and communication.
We will use a case study format to examine the relationship between terrorism and the mass-mediated messages
that depict it. You will be introduced to communication theories to explore and explain how media depictions, in both
the news and ﬁctional material, affect public opinion and social/political reactions to terrorism. Additionally, we will
examine how terrorist groups use media to disseminate their messages.

Course Objectives
Students who complete this course will be able to:
• Deﬁne terrorism and differentiate it from related concepts.
• Understand who terrorists are, what goals they have, and how societies have reacted to them.
• Recognize the extent to which terrorists rely on new and old media to achieve their goals.
• Consider the tension between the values of free societies and freedom-limiting measures sometimes used to
ﬁght terrorism.

GE Requirements
This course fulﬁlls the General Education requirements for Cross-Disciplinary Seminar and GE Diversity: Global
Studies. The Arts and Sciences Curriculum Committees have speciﬁed certain learning outcomes for the course.
These are as follows:
Diversity

Goals: Students understand the pluralistic nature of institutions, society, and culture in the United States and across
the world in order to become educated, productive, and principled citizens.
Expected Learning Outcomes:
Social Diversity in the United States
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• Students describe and evaluate the roles of such categories as race, gender and sexuality, disability, class,
ethnicity, and religion in the pluralistic institutions and cultures of the United States.
• Students recognize the role of social diversity in shaping their own attitudes and values regarding appreciation,
tolerance, and equality of others.
Global Studies
• Students understand some of the political, economic, cultural, physical, social, and philosophical aspects of one
or more of the world’s nations, peoples, and cultures outside the U.S.
• Students recognize the role of national and international diversity in shaping their own attitudes and values as
global citizens.
Cross-Disciplinary Seminar

Goals: Students demonstrate an understanding of a topic of interest through scholarly activities that draw upon
multiple disciplines and through their interactions with students from different majors.
Expected Learning Outcomes:
• Understand beneﬁts and limitations of different disciplinary perspectives.
• Understand beneﬁts of synthesizing multiple disciplinary perspectives.
• Synthesize and apply knowledge from diverse disciplines to topic of interest.

Required Materials
Textbooks and readings
There is no required text for this course. All readings will be made available on Carmen.

Course technology
For help with your password, university e-mail, Carmen, or any other technology issues, questions, or requests,
contact the OSU IT Service Desk. Standard support hours are available at https://ocio.osu.edu/help/hours, and
support for urgent issues is available 24x7.

Carmen
Carmen, Ohio State’s learning management system, will be used to host materials and activities throughout this
course. To access Carmen, visit carmen.osu.edu. Log in to Carmen using your name.# and password. If you have not
setup a name.# and password, visit my.osu.edu.
Help guides on the use of Carmen can be found at https://resourcecenter.odee.osu.edu/carmen
If you need additional services to use these technologies, please request accommodations with the instructor. More
information on accessibility with Canvas LMS can be found at https://community.canvaslms.com/docs/DOC-2061

Necessary software
A word processor with the ability to save ﬁles to PDF format. Note that all Ohio State students have access to free
copies of Microsoft’s Ofﬁce suite, which includes Word, for Windows, macOS, Android, iOS, and the web.
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Evaluation
This class will use the standard OSU grading scheme:
A
B
C
D

93-100%
83-86.99%
73-76.99%
60-66.99%

ABCE

90-92.99%
80-82.99%
70-72.99%
0-59.99%

B+
C+
D+

87-89.99%
77-79.99%
67-69.99%

Assignments
The ﬁnal grade in the class will consist of the following:
Exams (x2)
Response Papers (x3)
Case Study Paper
Participation
Total

150 / 30%
75 / 15%
125 / 25%
150 / 30%
500 / 100%

Exams: There will be two exams, roughly corresponding with the midterm and ﬁnal exam times. These will be
administered outside of class time and include a mixture of multiple choice and short answer question formats.
Response Papers: Each of you will pick three week’s readings and prepare essays dealing with the themes contained
in those readings or other materials, e.g. videos. Each paper should be around 500 words (about one page,
single-spaced). You will sign up for due dates for the essays, and they should be uploaded to Canvas before the start
of class for the week you are writing about. I want your reactions to the course materials – not the lectures or class
discussions – so the idea is that you write these before hearing the lectures or classroom discussion.

In preparing the essay, ﬁrst consider ALL the material that is assigned for the given week; that is, read any articles or
chapters assigned, watch any ﬁlms, etc., and think about a theme that runs through these materials. In your essay,
provide a concise description of the theme, and explain it. Offer your reaction to the theme.
The best essays will articulate a point of view with respect to the materials and then use facts from the materials to
support this argument. These papers should not be a summary of the main points. I am more interested in your
reaction to the information. This might involve the usefulness of the information, the level of interest you have in it,
anything that you found particularly surprising or disappointing, etc. With that being said, your statements should
have a factual basis. This is not a space for rants or speculation.
Note that although these essays are short, they should contain the elements of any well-written essay: A good,
creative title, strong lead, and good introduction, transitions and conclusion. While you will not be graded for
adherence to APA format, any external sources (other than assigned class materials) should be cited in a discernible
way.
Case Study Paper: In this paper, which will be around 1000-1500 words in length, you will select a terrorist attack or
set of attacks for closer analysis. You will describe the event, its background, its perpetrators and victims, and the
media depictions thereof. You will use theories and (counter)examples from class to analyze this particular case. A
list of potential events will be provided and any others you may want to analyze must be cleared with the instructor.
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Participation: This course involves subject matter that is sometimes deeply multifaceted, controversial, and without
simple truths. These sorts of issues can only be understood through careful conversation and exposure to varying
points of view. A purely lecture- and reading-based format cannot provide this type of learning experience, so a
signiﬁcant component of the class involves participation in classroom discussions and other activities. In recognition
of the fact that not everyone is as comfortable and skilled at jumping into an open discussion, the participation grade
will also be partly comprised of brief written assignments before and during class.

Detailed explanations of the requirements for assignments will be provided as they come due.

Grade Disputes
Any dispute about a grade must be done within one week of the grade posting. You should compose an email, making
clear that you are challenging the grade, with information about the assignment and details (using the rubric and
guidelines) of why you feel you should receive a different score. Note that decreased scores, in addition to increased
scores, are possible following a grade challenge.

Course Policies

Reasonable Accommodation Policy
The University strives to make all learning experiences as accessible as
possible. If you anticipate or experience academic barriers based on your
disability (including mental health, chronic or temporary medical
conditions), please let me know immediately so that we can privately
discuss options. To establish reasonable accommodations, I may request
that you register with Student Life Disability Services. After registration,
make arrangements with me as soon as possible to discuss your
accommodations so that they may be implemented in a timely fashion.
SLDS contact information: slds@osu.edu; 614-292-3307; slds.osu.edu;
098 Baker Hall, 113 W. 12th Avenue.
Late Policy
Penalties on late work are as follows:
Time past deadline
0-1 hour
1-24 hours
24-48 hours
48-72 hours
> 72 hours

Maximum grade
95%
90%
80%
70%
0% (no credit)

In other words, a paper that is just under 24 hours late will ﬁrst be assessed as if it is not late, then that grade will be
multiplied by 90%. A 90% paper would then be entered as a 81% in the gradebook (.9 × .9 = .81). If there are special
circumstances that cause you to be unable to complete assigned work, you may contact me to make arrangements. In
all cases, I have discretion over whether the situation justiﬁes excusing late work; furthermore, I may be ask you to
provide documentation of the issue (e.g., signed doctor’s note). Generally speaking, I will be more accommodating if
approached well ahead of the assignment due date.
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Discussion and Communication
The following are my expectations for how we should communicate as a class.
Tone and civility: Statements that generalize about religions, nationalities, ethnicities, races, sexual orientations,
gender identities, and physical, mental, or intellectual abilities will not be tolerated. This is not an exhaustive list.
Furthermore, the course is not designed to be a platform for political or religious debates. On some occasions, we will
deliberately discuss questions of policy and morality at which times you should feel empowered to state your
feelings. At other times, we will discuss sensitive topics with the goal of factual and/or scientiﬁc understanding rather
than moral evaluation.

During course discussions, do not assume that I agree or disagree with you or someone else just because I do not say
so. Likewise, do not feel as if you must state your disagreement with someone else unless it will add to our collective
understanding of the topic at hand. I may cut off class discussions if I sense that people are getting too emotional or
distracted to beneﬁt further. I will speak to anyone who has become too uncivil or disrespectful and if severe or
frequent enough, academic sanctions may follow (including but not limited to penalties to the participation grade).

Asking questions about the class
For questions or concerns that do not require an immediate answer, it is strongly preferred that you speak to me
before, during, or after class or during ofﬁce hours. This is the best way to quickly resolve your question/concern and
(if in class) allows me to answer a question a single time for the entire class rather than multiple times individually.
You of course are not required to share personal information in front of the class, so you are always welcome to
contact me privately whether in person or via email. You will never be speciﬁcally penalized for asking a question over
email, but I may simply reply by telling you to talk to me in person if I feel the query will be cumbersome over email.

Faculty feedback and response time
Allow 10-14 days for grades on major assignments, although sometimes you will receive feedback sooner. In general,
expect a response to emails within 24 hours on business days. If you haven’t gotten a response after a couple of days,
feel free to reach out again.

Attendance
Attendance is expected at all class periods. You are entitled to two unexcused absences over the course of the
semester with no penalty. Each additional unexcused absence will result in a 30-point penalty to your participation
grade. In other words, 7 unexcused absences will result in a 0% participation grade and the best possible course
grade would be 70% if you scored perfectly on all other assignments.
I observe university policy regarding excused absences. Sicknesses that are acute enough to merit a visit to the
doctor are excused with documentation. Travel for athletics or other activities in which you represent Ohio State are
also excused with advance notice. Other circumstances will be evaluated on a case by case basis.

Diversity
The School of Communication at The Ohio State University embraces and maintains an environment that respects
diverse traditions, heritages, experiences, and people. Our commitment to diversity moves beyond mere tolerance to
recognizing, understanding, and welcoming the contributions of diverse groups and the value group members
possess as individuals. In our School, the faculty, students, and staff are dedicated to building a tradition of diversity
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with principles of equal opportunity, personal respect, and the intellectual interests of those who comprise diverse
cultures.

Title IX
Title IX makes it clear that violence and harassment based on sex and gender are Civil Rights offenses subject to the
same kinds of accountability and the same kinds of support applied to offenses against other protected categories
(e.g., race). If you or someone you know has been sexually harassed or assaulted, you may ﬁnd the appropriate
resources at http://titleix.osu.edu or by contacting the Ohio State Title IX Coordinator, Kellie Brennan, at
titleix@osu.edu

Written Assignments
All written work must be typed and must conform to APA formatting, citing, and referencing guidelines (see
http://www.apastyle.org/ and https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/560/01/).
Unless otherwise noted, assignments must be uploaded to the dropbox no later than 11:59 p.m. on the assigned due
date.

Academic Misconduct
Cheating and plagiarism in any form will not be tolerated. The Ohio State University’s Code of Student Conduct
(Section 3325-23-04) deﬁnes academic misconduct as “any activity that tends to compromise the academic integrity
of the University, or subvert the educational process” (p. 2). Examples of academic misconduct include, but are not
limited to, plagiarism, collusion (unauthorized collaboration), copying the work of another student, and possession of
unauthorized materials during an examination.
It is the responsibility of the Committee on Academic Misconduct to investigate or establish procedures for the
investigation of all reported cases of student academic misconduct. The term “academic misconduct” includes all
forms of student academic misconduct wherever committed; illustrated by, but not limited to, cases of plagiarism and
dishonest practices in connection with examinations. Instructors shall report all instances of alleged academic
misconduct to the committee (Faculty Rule 3335-5-487). For additional information, see the Code of Student
Conduct http://studentlife.osu.edu/csc/.
If I suspect that a student has committed academic misconduct in this course, I am obligated by University Rules to
report my suspicions to the Committee on Academic Misconduct (COAM). If COAM determines you have violated
the University’s Code of Student Conduct, the sanctions for the misconduct could include a failing grade in this course
and suspension or dismissal from the University. If you have any questions about this policy or what constitutes
academic misconduct, please contact me or visit http:/oaa.osu.edu/coam/home.html.

Changing nature of this syllabus
The assignments, policies, and readings in this syllabus are subject to change at any time. If this occurs, the changes
will be announced and an updated version of the syllabus will be posted to Carmen.
For a quick way to see which version of the syllabus you are looking at, the right side of the footer on the ﬁrst page of
this document includes a date followed by an alphanumeric code (known as a hash) in parentheses. The date
represents the day of the most recent change to the syllabus and should be treated as more reliable than the “last
modiﬁed” date your computer shows you. The alphanumeric hash is given for the rare circumstance in which more
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than one change is issued on the same day; no two versions of the syllabus will have the same alphanumeric hash,
regardless of the edit date.
Below is a summary of all changes:
• August 23 — ﬁrst public version
• August 30 — Schedule added

Calendar
Unless otherwise speciﬁed, quizzes, discussion posts, and other assignments are due at 11:59 PM on the date they
are due.
If the information on Carmen contradicts this syllabus, assume the information on Carmen is correct.

This schedule provides a broad overview. More details will be available on Carmen, where you will access the
lectures and other materials.

Background
Deﬁning terrorism

Week 1, 8/20 – 8/26:

Wednesday, 8/22: Course overview
Fri, 8/24: No readings
Week 2, 8/27 – 9/2:

What terrorism is and who terrorists are

Wednesday, 8/29:
Hodgson, J. S., & Tadros, V. (2013). The impossibility of deﬁning terrorism. New Criminal Law Review: An International
and Interdisciplinary Journal, 16, 494–526. doi:10.1525/nclr.2013.16.3.494.
Hunter, R. E. (2012). Terrorism and war. In Y. Boyer & J. Lindley-French (Eds.), Oxford Handbook of War (pp. 199–210).
Oxford, UK: Oxford University Press.
Kinsley, M. (2001, October 5). Deﬁning terrorism. Slate. Retrieved from
http://www.slate.com/articles/news_and_politics/readme/2001/10/defining_terrorism.html.

Fri, 8/31:
Cottee, S. (2015b, May 12). The ’Zoolander’ theory of terrorism. The Atlantic. Retrieved from https:
//www.theatlantic.com/international/archive/2015/05/zoolander-terrorists-brainwashed-isis/393050/.
Krueger, A., & Maleckova, J. (2002, July). Education, poverty, political violence and terrorism: Is there a causal connection?
National Bureau of Economic Research. doi:10.3386/w9074.
Lind, W. S., Nightengale, K., Schmitt, J. F., Sutton, J. W., & Wilson, G. I. (1989, October). The changing face of war: Into
the fourth generation. Marine Corps Gazette, 22–26.

Motivations and radicalization
Week 3, 9/3 – 9/9:

Wednesday, 9/5:

Social identity and moral disengagement
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Rowland, R. C., & Theye, K. (2008). The symbolic DNA of terrorism. Communication Monographs, 75, 52–85.
doi:10.1080/03637750701885423.
Sapolsky, R. (2017, June 22). Why your brain hates other people. Retrieved from
http://nautil.us/issue/49/the-absurd/why-your-brain-hates-other-people.

Fri, 9/7:
McCauley, C., & Moskalenko, S. (2008). Mechanisms of political radicalization: Pathways toward terrorism. Terrorism
and Political Violence, 20, 415–433. doi:10.1080/09546550802073367.
Goodman, B. (Director). (2017, February 7). Oklahoma City. PBS. retrieved from
http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/americanexperience/films/oklahoma-city/.
Week 4, 9/10 – 9/16:

Religion

Wednesday, 9/12:
Cottee, S. (2015a, June 9). It’s nearly impossible to understand what motivates terrorists. The Atlantic. Retrieved
from https://www.theatlantic.com/international/archive/2015/06/terrorism-isis-motive/395351/.
Cottee, S. (2017). “What ISIS really wants” revisited: Religion matters in jihadist violence, but how? Studies in Conﬂict
& Terrorism, 40, 439–454. doi:10.1080/1057610X.2016.1221258.
Kirby, J., & Mumford, R. (2005, October 21). In God’s name? Evaluating the links between religious extremism and
terrorism. Retrieved from http://www.pewforum.org/2005/10/21/in-gods-name-evaluating-the-linksbetween-religious-extremism-and-terrorism/.

Fri, 9/14:
Weggemans, D., Bakker, E., & Grol, P. (2014). Who are they and why do they go? The radicalisation and preparatory
processes of Dutch Jihadist foreign ﬁghters. Perspectives on Terrorism, 8, 11.
Winter, C. (2017). Media Jihad: The Islamic State’s doctrine for information warfare. The International Centre for the
Stud of Radicalisation and Political Violence. London, UK.

Press responses to terrorism
Week 5, 9/17 – 9/23:

Terrorism on the news

Wednesday, 9/19:
Nacos, B. L. (2003). Terrorism as breaking news: Attack on America. Political Science Quarterly, 118, 23–52.
doi:10.1002/j.1538-165X.2003.tb00385.x.

Fri, 9/21:
Nacos, B. L. (2009). Revisiting the contagion hypothesis: Terrorism, news coverage, and copycat attacks. Perspectives
on Terrorism, 3, 3–13. Retrieved from http://www.terrorismanalysts.com/pt/index.php/pot/article/view/73.
Norris, P., Kern, M., & Just, M. (2003). Framing terrorism. In Framing terrorism (pp. 3–26). New York, NY: Routledge.
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Week 6, 9/24 – 9/30:

Effects of news coverage

Wednesday, 9/26:
Chermak, S. M., & Gruenewald, J. (2006). The media’s coverage of domestic terrorism. Justice Quarterly, 23, 428–461.
doi:10.1080/07418820600985305.
Jetter, M. (2017). The effect of media attention on terrorism. Journal of Public Economics, 153, 32–48.
doi:10.1016/j.jpubeco.2017.07.008.

Fri, 9/28:
Powell, K. A. (2011). Framing Islam: An analysis of U.S. media coverage of terrorism since 9/11. Communication
Studies, 62, 90–112. doi:10.1080/10510974.2011.533599.

More TBA
Week 7, 10/1 – 10/7:

Quality(ies) of news coverage

Wednesday, 10/3:
Schmid, A. (1989). Terrorism and the media: The ethics of publicity. Terrorism and Political Violence, 1, 539–565.
doi:10.1080/09546558908427042.
Wilkinson, P. (1997). The media and terrorism: A reassessment. Terrorism and Political Violence, 9, 51–64.
doi:10.1080/09546559708427402.

Fri, 10/5:
Bonner, R. (2011, September 9). The media and 9/11: How we did. The Atlantic. Retrieved from
https://www.theatlantic.com/national/archive/2011/09/the-media-and-9-11-how-we-did/244818/.
Brooker, C. (2011, July 24). The news coverage of the Norway mass-killings was fact-free conjecture. The Guardian:
Opinion. Retrieved from
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2011/jul/24/charlie-brooker-norway-mass-killings.
Week 8, 10/8 – 10/14:

Quality(ies) II

Wednesday, 10/10:
Pew Research Center. (2002, May 23). The war on terrorism. Retrieved from
http://www.journalism.org/2002/05/23/the-war-on-terrorism/.
Pew Research Center. (2006, September 11). How 9-11 changed the evening news. Retrieved from
http://www.journalism.org/2006/09/11/how-9-11-changed-the-evening-news/.

Fri, 10/12: No class (Fall Break)
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Public opinion and public reactions to terrorism
Week 9, 10/15 – 10/21:

Fear

Wednesday, 10/17: Exam 1 due
Kohut, A. (2001, June 29). Fear of terrorism weighs heavily on public. Pew Research Center. Retrieved from
http://www.people-press.org/2001/06/29/fear-of-terrorism-weighs-heavily-on-public/.

Fri, 10/19:
Mueller, J. (2004). A false sense of insecurity? Risk, 27, 42–46.
Week 10, 10/22 – 10/28:

Direct and indirect effects

Wednesday, 10/24:
Huff, C., & Kertzer, J. D. (2018). How the public deﬁnes terrorism. American Journal of Political Science, 62, 55–71.
doi:10.1111/ajps.12329.
Curry, M., & Cullman, S. (Director). (2011). If a tree falls: A story of the Earth Liberation Front. Marshall Curry
Productions. Retrieved from http://www.imdb.com/title/tt1787725/.
Shamir, J., & Shikaki, K. (2002). Self–serving perceptions of terrorism among Israelis and Palestinians. Political
Psychology, 23, 537–557. doi:10.1111/0162-895X.00297.

Fri, 10/26: Norway case
Thoresen, S., Flood Aakvaag, H., Wentzel-Larsen, T., Dyb, G., & Kristian Hjemdal, O. (2012). The day Norway cried:
Proximity and distress in Norwegian citizens following the 22nd July 2011 terrorist attacks in Oslo and on
Utøya Island. European Journal of Psychotraumatology, 3, 19709. doi:10.3402/ejpt.v3i0.19709.

Counterterrorism
Week 11, 10/29 – 11/4:

Basics

Wednesday, 10/31:
Smith, M. (Director). (2016, October 11). Confronting ISIS. PBS. retrieved from
https://www.pbs.org/wgbh/frontline/film/confronting-isis/.
Weinberg, L., & Perliger, A. (2010). How terrorist groups end. CTC Sentinel, 3, 16–18.

Fri, 11/2:
Mueller, J. (2005). Six rather unusual propositions about terrorism. Terrorism and Political Violence, 17, 487–505.
doi:10.1080/095465591009359.
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Week 12, 11/5 – 11/11:

Backﬁre effects

Wednesday, 11/7:
Abrahms, M. (2006). Why terrorism does not work. International Security, 31, 42–78. doi:10.1162/isec.2006.31.2.42.
Haberman, C. (2015, July 12). Memories of Waco siege continue to fuel far-right groups. The New York Times.
Retrieved from
https://www.nytimes.com/2015/07/13/us/memories-of-waco-siege-continue-to-fuel-far-right-groups.html.
Hersh, S. M. (2004, April 30). Torture at Abu Ghraib. The New Yorker. Retrieved from
https://www.newyorker.com/magazine/2004/05/10/torture-at-abu-ghraib.

Fri, 11/9:
Johnson, D. A., Mora, A., & Schmidt, A. (2016). The strategic costs of torture: How ”enhanced interrogation” hurt
America. Foreign Affairs, 95, 121–132.
Kilcullen, D. (2009). The accidental guerrilla: Fighting small wars in the midst of a big one. Oxford ; New York: Oxford
University Press.
Week 13, 11/12 – 11/18:

Counterterrorism and the public

Wednesday, 11/14:
Sides, J., & Gross, K. (2013). Stereotypes of Muslims and support for the war on terror. The Journal of Politics, 75,
583–598. doi:10.1017/S0022381613000388.

Fri, 11/16:
Hetherington, M., & Suhay, E. (2011). Authoritarianism, threat, and Americans’ support for the war on terror.
American Journal of Political Science, 55, 546–560. doi:10.1111/j.1540-5907.2011.00514.x.
Week 14, 11/19 – 11/25:
Week 15, 11/26 – 12/2:

No class (Thanksgiving Break)
Soft power

Wednesday, 11/28:
Nye, J. S. (2009). Get smart: Combining hard and soft power. Foreign Affairs, 88, 160–163. JSTOR: 20699631.

Fri, 11/30:
Tella, O. (2018, September 1). Boko Haram terrorism and counter-terrorism: The soft power context. Journal of Asian
and African Studies, 53, 815–829. doi:10.1177/0021909617739326.
Week 16, 12/3 – 12/9:

Final week

Wednesday, 12/5: Exam 2 due

12

Acknowledgments
Layout adapted from Dr. Kieran Healy’s. Readings and course structure are inspired by previous sections taught by
Emily Davidson and Dr. Jerry Kosicki.

